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Abstract 
Our profession is at a cross-road and demands changes. However, it is much more challenging to agree 
upon the changes or to forecast what the profession will look like in decades to come. I will reflect on a 
few points through my personal career path and my own research. 

 
Bio 
Hao Zhang is Professor and former Head of Statistics at Purdue University. He is Fellow of American 
Statistical Association and an Elected Member of the International Statistical Institute. He is serving or 
has served editorial boards of Journal of the American Statistical Association, Statistica Sinica, 
Environmetrics, and Statistics & Probability Letters. His research interests are primarily in spatial and 
spatio-temporal statistics. His work includes both theoretical investigation into asymptotic properties of 
inferences methods for spatial data and development of algorithms for the analysis of big spatial data. 
He collaborates extensively with researchers in ecology, environmental sciences, climatology, and 
natural resources. 
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